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Major General (Res.) Yitzhak (Jerry) Gershon has more than 32 years of distinguished
military experience. Gen. Gershon commanded top combat units in the IDF, with much
of his service being on the front lines in Lebanon and Judea/Samaria. Gen. Gershon
coordinated numerous special operations during the first Lebanon War and the “Defensive
Shield” operation during the second Intifada, and led the Home Front Command in the
second Lebanon war.
In November, 2008, Maj. Gen. Gershon joined Friends of the IDF (FIDF) as the National
Executive Director.
Gen. Gershon earned a BA and MA in Political Science (minor in Middle East studies)
from Haifa University. He is a graduate of the British Royal College of Defense Studies
in London. Gen. Gershon is married and father of 4 children
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Gil Troy is Professor of History at McGill University, a Visiting Scholar at the Bipartisan
Policy Center in Washington, DC and a Shalom Hartman Engaging Isracl Research Fellow
in Jerusalem. A graduate of Harvard College and Harvard University, he is the author of
six books on American history, with a specialty in American presidential campaigning
and the Reagan era. His next book, looking at Daniel Patrick Moynihan and the Zionism
is Racism resolution of 1975 will be published by Oxford University Press in January, 2013.
Troy writes regularly for the Jerusalem Post, the Canadian Jewish News, and the Jewish
Week and is the author of the best-selling “Why I Am a Zionist: Israel, Jewish Identity
and the Challenges of Today.” He is chairman of the Birthright Israel International
Education Committee and Co-Chaired the Task Force against DeLegitimization of Israel
at the Israeli Foreign Ministry’s Global Forum Against Anti-Semitism.
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Shmuel A Trigano is professor at Paris University (sociology of religion and politics).
He is the founding director (1986) of the College of Jewish Studies at the Alliance Israélite
Universelle, an Institute which proposes courses, lectures and conferences in Jewish
matters to a large cultured audience. He is the founding director of Pardés, a European
Journal of Jewish Studies and Culture and of the journal of ideas Controverses (Editions
de I’Eclat). In 2001, he created a research center devoted to the analysis of contemporary
antisemitism. He is president of the Observatoire du monde juif.

Professor Trigano has published eighteen books in the field of philosophy, political
thought and Jewish studies and edited numerous collective books.
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Rina Rosenberg Clinical and Educational psychologist. Supervisor
M.A. in Psychology (Bar Ilan, Roosvelt Univ' Chicago, Hebrew University Jerusalem.)
Ph.D, (Hebrew University Jerusalem), doctoral dissertation on the development of faith
concepts in Jewish Israeli children and adolescents.
Major Publications
1. Family therapy Alone is not Enough, or the Dirty Story of Dorian Grey.
Contemporary Family Therapy, Vol 12, No 1, Spring 1990.
2. Die Entwicklung von Lebenskonzepten. Entwicklung von Religiositat. Anton A.
Bucher, K. Helmut Reich (ed.). Universitatsverlag, Freiburg Schweiz, 1989.
3. The Development of the Prayer Concept in Jewish Israeli Children and. Adolescents .
L.J. Francis & J. Astley (Eds. ) Psychological Perspectives on Prayer (2001) Gracewing:
Leominster, UK
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